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Ministers Letter September 2020 
 
It is hard to imagine that as I write we have been in lockdown for nearly 5 months.  
Although things seem to be easing somewhat, (I know some of you have already had a 
haircut), we still need to be cautious.  So I pray you all remain safe and well.  But that does 
not mean that we should just hunker down, batten down the hatches, withdraw inside 
ourselves and ride out the storm of this virus and its consequences and only re-emerge 
once it has passed. 
 
I have been spending some time looking at the story of Isaac in Genesis chapter 26.  Isaac, 
the son of Abraham, was living in the time of a famine in the land.  The scripture implies 
Isaac was looking to go down to Egypt presumably to find food but God told Isaac to stay 
where he was, reminding Isaac of the promise He gave his father Abraham, that God will be 
with Isaac and will bless him, and through his offspring all nations will be blessed.  And Isaac 
obeyed God and remained in the land where he was and instead of holding on to what he 
had, storing it, rationing his food, saving it so he would have something to eat during the 
famine scripture tells us that Isaac planted crops.  At a time when it might be sensible to 
reduce investment, reduce sowing and planting to keep what he had for food during this 
time of famine, when planting crops made no logical sense as during the time of a famine 
you certainly do not expect a harvest from the seeds you sow, Isaac forewent keeping his 
seed for today’s provision and sowed the seed, and invested it for the future.    At a time of 
famine and immediate need Isaac looked to the future.   He made a sacrifice today to 
receive a blessing and provision for the future.  And scripture says that ‘the same year 
reaped a hundredfold, because the Lord blessed him.’  In a time of famine when nothing 
was growing and it seemed insanely ridiculous to invest in future growth, because there 
was a time of famine and nothing was growing and we would expect there to be little or no 
harvest, Isaac sowed, against all natural instinct and God blessed him, resulting in Isaac 
reaping a tremendous harvest, against all the odds, a miraculous harvest and we are told 
this happened because God blessed him.  And there is more.  Scripture continues, ‘The man 
[Isaac] became rich, and his wealth continued to grow until he became very wealthy.’  
Scripture seems to emphasise the blessing, the increase.  Isaac became rich, his wealth 
continued to grow and he became exceeding wealthy.  It reminds me of the blessing of God, 
abundant blessing, pressed down, and overflowing, God came to give not just life but 
abundant life.  God is a God of abundance even when our context might cause us to think 
otherwise. 
 
I do not believe many would argue that today, this is in fact a time of famine, or at least 
hardship for many.  It has not been an easy time of late for many.  People are struggling in 
so many areas of life, financially, juggling family commitments and home schooling 
alongside work, there is unemployment, health issues, bereavement, loneliness, isolation, 
worry for the future, relational difficulties, mental health and a myriad of other issues.  It is 
easy to at times like this to batten down the hatches, focus in on ourselves and our 
immediate situation.  Perhaps we feel that the prophet Jonah had the right idea who when 
was called to speak the word of God to the Ninevites instead choose to run away from God 



But I believe God is not asking us to hide away but to arise and invest, to sow, to plant at 
this time.  It might seem crazy, it might not make any sense from a human perspective but 
I believe God wants to use this time as a time where we can plant, sow and invest in the 
future.  As a church we have chosen to be generous as people contributed financially and 
in prayer to Pastor Davis in Kenya following his church building being destroyed by a flood.  
Planting, sowing, investing in the future.  It is not haphazard or reckless to invest at a time 
like this, it is about discerning the season we are in and seeking God’s direction for the 
future knowing that when we invest it will bless the church mightily in the future.  And this 
sowing, planting and investing is not necessarily restricted to money although giving 
financially is obviously included in this, but it could be investment in all sorts of things. 
 
Personally, I too have found this a time of investment of sowing and planting into my 
personal faith and relationship with God, as I have taken this opportunity to spend more 
time with God, in prayer, in worship, in listening, in bible study, in reading Christian books, 
as I learn and see my faith grow and my understanding develop as I am strengthened and 
equipped for the future and I am sure the church will be blessed as a result.  I have also 
been investing, sowing more time with my immediate family, strengthening my 
relationships with Trish my wife, and my children as well as engaging more with my wider 
family and some friends and neighbours.  I have also invested in my future health as I have 
looked to change my diet and lose a bit of weight.  And that has come at a cost.  I do miss 
my bacon sandwiches.  And I have even got on my bike for the first time in 7 years.  Only 
time will tell if I can keep the weight off!!! 
 
We obviously need to be mindful of the context we find ourselves in and not be reckless 
and irresponsible but equally we can use this time to step out in faith, with courage, to be 
intentional as we follow Christ’s leading and direction to invest and sow into the future.  It 
may require sacrifice as the time and resources we use to invest in the future could have 
been spent for our immediate benefit in the here and now, it will require faith as sowing 
into the future requires us to trust God that He will meet our needs today, but when we 
sow when and where God shows us we know we will be blessed and reap a harvest.   Not 
just a mediocre harvest, but a miraculous harvest reaping as Isaac did one hundredfold.  
Where is God asking you to sow, plant and invest?  I pray that God gives you the faith, 
courage and wisdom to sow into the future, where he directs so that you will also receive 
the blessing and reap a hundredfold harvest and just as happened to Isaac I pray too that 
those around you will see clearly that the Lord is with you. 
 
With every blessing, your brother in Christ 
 
Trevor 



CRCW IN DOVERCOURT  

So, a year has passed since moving here to Dovercourt and Harwich. It’s been quite a year 

too, certainly not one anyone would have predicted. Everything seemed to be going along 

as you would expect, getting to know people, groups and places that we can work 

alongside. We started the Drop-In during December which led to more partnerships and 

relationships.  

Then came the pandemic and lockdown. 

Things came to such an abrupt end. However, as Churches Together in the 

area we met up and prayed and discussed what response we should co-

ordinate between us. We thought about a hotline for people struggling 

for various reasons. We named it Harwich Helps. Then Shawn from the 

Salvation Army and myself met several other stakeholders and groups 

working in the area to see what they thought. It was decided to expand our response and 

cater for as wide a clientele as possible.  

So, with Homestart, Churches Together, Fire Service, Harwich Town Council, Teen Talk, 

CVST, Essex County Council, Harwich Foodbank, Harwich Connections, Morrisons, Lidl, Park 

Pavilion and other local groups all working together we could co-

ordinate a response that would make a significant difference in 

the town.  

We had 10,00 leaflets printed and delivered by locals and things 

soon started to pan out. Food parcels were a big need. People 

found themselves suddenly out of work and needing support. 

From a few parcels a week the need leapt to about 40 a week. 

Debbie and I were heavily involved in this side of things. It meant 

almost daily shopping. Folk were told to stay in so there were 

others shopping for those too. Meals were 

cooked and delivered; prescriptions collected. We also had a 

dedicated team to make pastoral phone calls.  

Generally, I believe this all worked very well. As a team we set up 

weekly Zoom meetings, which were pretty new to most folk and now 

seem to be part of how we all expect to work. Family support work 

and other tasks were added to the repertoire. It became quite a 

dynamic team, so much so that it made the 6 o’clock news.   

It’s been quite a mad few months really, and as we slowly come out of the other end it is 

difficult to know how things will play out for the future. One thing is sure though, that 

partnerships and relationships built and fostered during this testing time are ones that will 

help us with whatever response is needed.  

Shopping for Food Parcels 

Providing Hot Meals Service 



It may have been difficult for many this spring and 

summer but in amongst it all God has still been active, 

building bridges, nurturing community, inspiring one 

another to support the more vulnerable. It has been a 

real privilege to be part of this, meeting people where 

they are, seeing God touch lives, and in such a time 

when all around seems negative and problematic, it has been good to spread some 

positivity and love to folk that really need it. What better way to serve our God is 

there? And indeed, to see him in the lives of our neighbours, to walk with them and 

journey together.  

Besides the Covid response here I have also been able to go beyond the local. Not 

through travelling I might add. Zoom again became a critical tool in ensuring some 

things could continue. So, for the first time ever an Assessment Conference for the 

URC took place online. In case you are wondering what, an Assessment Conference is, 

it is the time when people exploring going in to ministry are interviewed and tested to 

see if they are suitable. Technology just about held up as we tried to get used to this 

different way of doing things. It was my first conference as an assessor too, so, quite an 

introduction. It did mean of course that I had no previous experience to cloud things. 

Who knows, this may become a way of working into the future anyway. I guess we all 

need to look at how we work and what is necessity and where we can look at saving 

on travel for instance.  

Whilst there has been a lot of pain these passed months, and so much fear and anxiety 

with it, it must be said that in all this adversity and challenge, there has been an amaz-

ing amount of togetherness, community and people looking out for each other. Much 

like the church in Acts, where folk were all catered for according to their need, we saw 

people in this community get together in a genuine human response to a crisis that 

was actually inspiring. God works through any and everyone and more often than not, 

it is up to us to join in and play our part. May we continue to do so throughout these 

coming months and years, always searching for where God is at work and looking to 

work alongside him. Until we meet again may you know God’s blessing.  

                                                                                                                          Mark Tubby CRCW 

Donation from Fresh Direct 



Dear friends, 

 

Such a lot has happened since we last had a ‘Contact’ as such and whilst we are planning to 

reopen our Church building it will be somewhat different to what we had all become used to. 

The Leadership Team have carefully considered how, when and what we must do to resume a 

form of worshipping together. I, for one, am looking forward to seeing you, rather than email 

or phone calls. 

Unfortunately, at present we are not able to resume either Junior Church or Messy Church 

but will welcome our younger members to worship with us and look forward to seeing them 

again too. 

We will now need to wear face masks and here’s a reminder of some other changes that we 

have had to implement: 

 

IMPORTANT THINGS TO FOLLOW: 

 We must continue to follow social distancing and as such only members of the same 

household may sit with each other.   

 The service will be much shorter as no singing is permitted and the offertory will not be 

taken during the worship, but offertory plates will be at the exit doors. We consider the 

services will be 30 – 40 minutes in time. 

 There will be no socialising at the beginning or close of the service and refreshments will 

not be served at the close of the service.  

 There will be no shaking of hands or physical contact. 

 There will be hand sanitiser within the building, and we ask that you use this on enter-

ing. 

 We will record who is present at any service – for the purposes of tracing should some-

one present subsequently be diagnosed with Coronavirus. 

 There will be a one-way system into the worship area – through the glass doors (front 

and back dependent whether you use the car park. All persons will enter the sanctuary 

through the left-hand door and exit through the doors at the rear of the sanctuary (the 

wooden doors that open to front).  The preacher and Leadership Team member will use 

the right-hand door. 

 We will not be able to use hymnbooks or bibles – if you wish to bring your own bible 

that is perfectly acceptable.  There will be no singing. 

Prayers and Blessings to you and your families, 

Margaret 



Harvest Festival Sunday 20th September 2020  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We shall support our local food bank as we celebrate the harvest. 

JAM Youth Group    

 
The group will resume on Tuesday 15th September 2020 at 7pm.  The young peo-

ple met on one occasion in June to catch-up with each other and we had an inter-

esting evening, social distancing, in the band stand at the park. 

 
 



Dear Church Community 

I have offered to take over from Nick and Jan in editing the church magazine.  I am 

new to this so hope that I can do it justice.   

What a year it has been!   

Many of us have become used to receiving everything we need in an email and so I 

would like to give you the opportunity to opt for a digital copy of the magazine in 

future.  If you are happy to receive the church magazine via email, please let us 

know so we can look at the number we will print in future.  I do know that some of 

prefer to have a paper copy in hand to browse through so we will continue to print 

for those that prefer it. 

I look forward to a time when we can meet in church again and although things will 

be quite different—we will be able to fellowship at a distance and while doing our 

best to remain safe. 

For those that  need to shield and will stay home  for now—we are with you in spir-

it! 

 



               September 2020 

    3rd   Brenda Ranson 

     4th   Peter Hale 

     14h   Adam Fern 

     17th Jenni Bush 

               Elliot Coombs 

     19th  Chris Searley 

     22nd  Elin Hahn 

     30th   Don Daldry 

      

   

    

   

         October 2020 

    4th   Alice Hartigan 

     7th   Ophelia Klaas 

     12th  Olivia Mann 

     24th  Lewis Carter 

     25th  Janet Scott 

     28th  Allan Bush 

       

       

         

Members and friends of 

Dovercourt Central 

Wish you a very 

Happy Birthday 

 



 

 

  SERVICES  FOR  September 2020  

Sun 13th  Revd. Trevor Hahn  10:45am 

Sun 20th  Revd. John Cook  10:45am  

Sun 15th Dr Richard Jurd  10:45am  

You will continue to receive:  

Pause for thought  every Friday  9:30am—10:00am  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

DovercourtCentralChurch 

Website: www.dovercourtcentralchurch.org.uk 



 

Sunday Services  

1st Sunday:  10.45am Morning Worship  

2nd Sunday: 10.45am Morning Worship  

 3rd Sunday: 10.45am Morning Worship  

  

Church Activities 

Pause for Thought Fridays  9-30am-10.00am, 

JAM     Tuesday  6:30-8:00pm,  

                                 Term time only  

                                 (From 13 September) 

  

  

  

United Reformed Minister 

Methodist Circuit Minister 

Revd. Trevor Hahn 

Revd. Tom Osborne  

01255 483288 

01206 396654  

Church Related 

Community Worker 
Mr. Mark Tubby 0744 6817625 

Church Secretary: Mrs Margaret Smith 01255 504828 

Hiring Officer /Church  Contact: Mrs Margaret Smith 01255 504828 

Contact  Magazine Editor  

Closing date for items for the next 
issue:   18 September 2020 

Mrs Noelene Vorster 07397588882 

vorstern@hotmail.com 


