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Ministers Letter October 2020
As I write the weather has turned. We have had some glorious sunshine, lovely heat but I
know many have struggled. For some it is too hot and the rain has come as a welcome
relief as we see temperatures fall and the gardens receiving a much needed watering. My
wife is pleased as I am now sweating less in bed!!!!
Often we pray for good weather, don’t we? When we go on holiday we want the sun to
shine, when we attend a party in a garden or need to do some shopping, or cut the grass or
hedges we want it to be dry. We pray for nice weather if we have a graveside funeral to
attend or a wedding. Some of us recently may well have been praying for rain, for the
temperatures to fall and for the nourishment of our gardens. We acknowledge in our
prayers, either implicitly or explicitly that God is sovereign over creation, the wind, rain, sun
and temperature. And I have to admit many of my prayers focussing on the weather are
selfish, personal, for my benefit without much thought for the needs of others or for the
wider world.
I am sure we are all aware that our prayers about the weather although often personal
should also consider the impact weather and climate have on the wider world and not only
focus on the parochial. Recent rains, while bringing cooler weather and much needed
nourishment for gardens have also caused flooding, and landslips, train derailments and
even death, and that is just in this country. In places like Kenya floods have devastated
communities, lives have been lost, homes and livelihoods destroyed, locusts swarms of
biblical proportions have decimated crops creating food shortages and much need.
Although many of us are less dependent on the weather, the worst that happened to me
recently was being bitten by a few midges whilst playing catch with my daughter, many
people’s livelihoods depend on it. Crops can fail, water supplies become scarce, even the
ground people stand on can become unstable, for many it is a matter of life and death.
As I write we are in the season of Harvest, Dovercourt’s Harvest service has just taken place
and Clacton’s will take place this Sunday. No doubt it had a different feel from previous
years and thank you Beth for doing such a wonderful job of decorating the church. Despite
the differences we still give thanks, for the sun and the rain, for the fruitfulness of the earth
and the provision God gives and for all those who work to provide us with what we need.

As well we reflect on our part to play in sustaining, nurturing and caring for the planet we
live on. The URC Daily Bible devotions recently focussed on the plagues that beset Egypt
when Pharaoh hardened his heart and refused to let the enslaved people of God go into
the wilderness to worship God. One comment made was that through Pharaoh’s decision
to refuse God’s command to ‘let my people go’ the whole community, all the people of
Egypt suffered, men, woman, children, animals and livestock, crops and the land itself. It
seems grossly unfair how one person’ decisions or actions can have such a devastating
impact on so many others. Part of what it means to be a Christian, to be a follower of
Jesus, is to be a Christian in community, in fellowship with one another. Christians are part
of a family, sisters and brothers sharing the same loving, heavenly Father, and the church is
often described corporately as a body with many parts, a building being built together, a
household, where one part of the body hurts, the whole body suffers.

What we do has an impact on others, so when we pray for good weather may we also pray
with the needs of all humanity in mind. May we pray that good weather will be for the
good of all, that there will be balance, so that the desires of some will not adversely affect
others, that all creation, and all who live in creation will thrive and have all that they need.
Then not only will we all be able to enjoy the weather but also the fruits of creation as
well.
Your brother in Christ and servant
Trevor

Community Work in Harwich and Dovercourt
Well I hope you are all well and keeping yourselves safe in amongst all the chaos that
surrounds us at the moment. It is at least a comfort that we have a God that is constant,
something we can hold onto whatever we face.
Whilst I have been busy with the Harwich Helps Project throughout this period of
lockdown , now things have been easing off it has provided us with an opportunity to
reflect on what’s been happening. Space to think about what is important, what is God
doing here in Harwich and what we as the church could be doing to join with that.
Through the support project, as I have previously mentioned, some great partnerships
were formed. That has been a real blessing to us as well as the community we serve and
support. It has meant that more has been achieved, things have been far more joined up
and as a result we are better able to look to the future more optimistically.
Whilst working with other organisations I was privileged to see how people’s hearts were
so much a motivation behind much of what was done. Folk were genuinely wanting to
support one another. That was wonderful to watch and I am convinced that God was in
there with us in the venture.
So, now things are once again
changing, what do we do to ensure
we continue to work alongside God
and other organisations for the
benefit of the community? During
lockdown, it was said that the
government really tackled
homelessness. And I’m sure that is
true. Yet still we find people on the
streets here in Harwich, or folk turning up at the door asking for help as they have been
made homeless. What do we do? Surely we can’t just ignore them and hope they can get
something sorted. Well, through conversations with local groups and organisations we are
looking at what may be possible, including using the church building in some capacity.
Where these conversations lead who knows, but if you could join us in prayer to discern
that would be great. And if you want to be part of the conversations then do please call
me.
Other things are also developing now that we are looking at engaging in more community
activity. The youth service contacted us and we recently worked with them on a summer
programme at the leisure centre. We are now looking to form a partnership to see how we
can work together on some kind of detached youth work. Again, you are invited to join in
this venture through prayer or active participation.

Other things are also developing now that we are looking at engaging in more community activity. The youth
service contacted us and we recently worked with them
on a summer programme at the leisure centre. We are
now looking to form a partnership to see how we can
work together on some kind of detached youth work.
Again, you are invited to join in this venture through
prayer or active participation.
Some kind of family activities are also being talked about as well as a project to ensure
the more vulnerable of the town are looked out for. During the lockdown period, and
through Harwich Helps, we found out many of the needs of the local community as
well as folk that needed support. We do not want them to go unnoticed as they
seemed to have been beforehand. Clearly there is still much support work to do and
things are not likely to be much better quickly.
I saw, along with many others, highlighted by news items, that when things get really
tough people tend to come together to help one another. It was a real positive of the
chaos that was lockdown. Of course, it needn’t be just when things are really hard. We
can get together and look to enhance the community well being through what we
offer, through how we treat others. Whilst I say there is still much we can do, it’s not
possible for me to do all of it.
These are, of course, the things that God has put on my heart; but what has God been
saying to you over the months of lockdown?
How can we as a church live out our calling
to serve the community at this time? How
can I, as the CRCW for Dovercourt Central
Church, enable you, individually and as a
church, to do just that? If any of this sparks a
flame in you or you think you would like to
be involved somehow, let me know. Obviously during the lockdown we have been unable
to meet up and discuss how you could be involved. There are several ways of supporting the community ministry of the church, not simply active involvement, but
prayer and financial support as well as talking about ideas and encouragement are all
important roles.

You’re welcome to call me (except Saturdays which is my family day ) and discuss any
current ideas and issues or challenges, it would be good to have these conversations
with you. One thing I learned from my time in Birmingham is that it can’t all be left to
the CRCW, or what happens when they leave? Besides, it is much more fun when we
do things together.
So, whilst you are spending some time reflecting with God on what he may be doing
locally, see where you may be able to join with him. These are unprecedented times
and that calls for unprecedented measures. Church may be a somewhat alien experience at present but we don’t have to be alienated from community. So, let’s see where
God takes us, wherever that may be. It may a challenge but it will also be exciting, especially knowing that God is right there with us, our constant help and companion.

Many blessings, Mark Tubby, CRCWM, Dovercourt Central Church

Dear friends,

We have resumed worship this month, our first Sunday back with a very differing look and
feel to the service was the 13th September, but it felt positive to be worshipping together.

We celebrated Harvest on the 20th September 2020, and we collected items for the local food
bank which is still very much needed in our community.

Other church activities are still on hold and that includes our annual church meeting which
was due to be held on the 15th October 2020. The Leadership Team took this decision as we
did not know what would be happening in the months ahead. A brief of any necessary agenda items for us all to be aware will be given at the close of worship on the 11th October 2020.
This is the meeting that we look at tasks within our church and the following are currently vacant:


Churches Together Representative – as Sue Potter is stepping down. Our thanks to Sue
for her commitment to this group and for bringing back to our Church what is happening
through this group. Our CRCW, Mark Tubby, is also a part of working with Churches Together.

There are also other roles that the current holders wish to be relieved of so if you feel a call
to any of these please speak to me or the post holder:


Church Treasurer – Hazel McLaughlin asked to step down 12 months ago and remains
with this task that she has struggled with over recent months due to her eye condition
that led to loss of sight for a while. Fortunately for Hazel an operation has improved the
sight, however the task of Treasurer remains outstanding



Pulpit Secretary – I hold this task alongside the Church Secretary, and I would like a
break from both tasks. Pulpit Secretary is responsible for contacting and organising our
preachers for Sundays. This is mainly related to the 50% URC preachers we have as the
Methodist Circuit organise the remaining 50% of each year.



Communion Responsibility – Olive Smith has been overseeing this task of preparing for
the communion services and has asked to be relived. After many years doing this job we
thank you Olive for your commitment to ensuring that all is prepared.



Contact Editors: Jan and Nick Scott have stepped down from this role and we are grateful to Noelene Vorster for taking this task.

So, a plea from me that if YOU feel you could serve your church in any way then please discuss with a member of the Leadership Team. We can lead and guide you if you feel a call to
take up a task.

Another task of our Church Meeting will be to accept the financial records. These are currently with Independent Examiner and more information will be shared when these are finalised.
Any questions about our finances should be given to Hazel. Suffice it to say that this year has
been difficult for us without our regular income and fund-raising events, time and God’s will
to guide us through.

We think at this point it is unlikely there will be an Advent event or a Christmas dinner and
whilst we will all be disappointed, we must consider the health and well-being of us all. Both
these events made a significant increase to our finances.

Church Anniversary and Gift Day will be held on Sunday 11th October 2020. Our service led by
Reverend Trevor Hahn at 10.45am and our gifts for the continued work of our church given
either on the day, through a transfer to the Bank or directly given to the Treasurer.

Prayers and Blessings to you and your families,
Margaret

JAM Youth Group
The group have resumed meeting weekly on Tuesdays from 7pm. The young people were keen to continue on a weekly basis. We do need some support with preparing their refreshments, if you feel able to offer an evening (the more of us who
support Mark the commitment is reduced) please speak to me if you are willing to
support the young people in this way.

Dear Church Community
I am sorry for the delay in getting this month’s Contact out to you, but I just could
not find the time these past two weeks.
Just a bit of context in my defence: I am a Secondary English teacher and work fulltime; I also have three active ‘little angels’ who use me as a taxi service and so I
sometimes find myself juggling many plates.
Thank you for your understanding,
Noelene

October 2020

November 2020

4th Alice Hartigan

4th Sheila Allen

7th Ophelia Klaas

6th Gemma Duly

12th Olivia Mann

21st Debby Tubby

24th Lewis Carter

23rd Nurriyyah Muhammad

25th Janet Scott

25th Daphne Gladwin

28th Allan Bush

28th Kayla Bush

Members and friends of
Dovercourt Central
Wish you a very
Happy Birthday

SERVICES FOR October 2020
4th October

Michael Topple

10.45am

11th October

Reverend Trevor Hahn

10.45am

18th October

Reverend Derek Lang

10.45am

25th October

Reverend Colin Knight

10.45am
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