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Ministers Letter November 2020
Well the weather has certainly turned, it is colder, wetter and darker and by the time you
read this I suspect that the clocks would have turned back an hour and the evenings will be
darker still. And we now seem to be living in darker times. I write this on the eve of the
Prime Minister’s announcement which will likely bring increased restrictions and hardships
to many as movements are curtailed, more restrictions are put in place, businesses are
likely to be forced to shut and family members left more isolated. There is much
uncertainty at the moment and just as things were starting to open up again we find
ourselves closing ranks. It is certainly an unenviable task to navigate the need to protect
people’s lives and keep people safe against the need to protect people’s livelihoods and
mental health. The bible says we should pray for those in authority, that they make godly
decisions, to protect the vulnerable, to provide for those in need and promote justice and
fairness for all. I hope we are all praying for our government, leaders and decision makers
as they look to tread this narrow path.
There has been a lot of talk about Covid being unprecedented, new, never seen before and
that may well be true in our lifetime for most of us but perhaps Covid is not so new. In the
past there have been stories of terrible suffering, much loss of life, much hardship and yet in
the midst of this suffering and hardship these stories involve people displaying much
bravery and courage and God’s faithful people doing amazing things despite the
circumstances, witnessing to us from the past that God is with us to the very end of the age.
I recently heard a story about the great plague of 1665. This was three years after 1662 (I
was able to do the maths!!) where there was great disruption to church life. Priests were
required to conform to a particular theology and way of being and doing church and if you
did not sign up to this particular way, if you did not operate in the prescribed way, if you did
not conform, then you would be expelled from the church. Many clergymen felt they could
not sign up to this particular way of being and doing church, so refused to take the oath to
conform and were expelled from the church and had to resign their livelihood. This created
much division in the church of the day. However, when the Great Plague came three years
later many of the richer people fled London to the relative safety of the country and in this
time of emergency the people who stayed in London accepted ministry from many nonconformist ministers, many of the priests who had been formerly expelled. Their need
outweighed their personal preferences. The divisions between different church streams
evaporated as people accepted and others offered ministry from different theological
perspectives. In some ways the crisis of the Great Plague brought an increased unity to the
church and a unifying approach to meeting need.

It also reminds me of the story of Desmond Doss, a devoutly religious young man in WWII
who wished to go to war but would not carry a weapon. He wanted to serve as a medic.
He endured ridicule and worse from the unit he was training with and was even brought
up against a tribunal for refusing to carry a weapon to expel him from the army. And yet
when the battle came, despite refusing carry a weapon, despite refusing to fight he
exhibited such bravery saving dozens of men singlehandedly, under enemy fire, that the
next day, when the order came to enter the battle again all the soldiers refused to fight
until this non-combatant medic Desmond Doss said a prayer for them all. They refused to
fight unless this unarmed medic went with them. Desmond Doss was the first
conscientious objector to be awarded the Medal of Honor. This month we commemorate
Remembrance Day, we remember all those, like Desmond Doss, who have fought and died
in WWII and many other conflicts, we acknowledge and give thanks for the people cared
enough about freedom, about liberty and justice to fight for it. Desmond’s actions and
witness brought unity and strength to the men he served with and I am sure there are
many other examples we could draw on.
And I have found this, that when major issues arise people seem to set aside their
differences and work together. I have seen people from all sorts of backgrounds put aside
their differences and come together for the greater good. Differences are put aside for the
sake of the meeting the imminent needs of others. I believe we have found this during the
pandemic. People coming together to support one another, to care for one another, to
look out for one another. There have been so many selfless acts of kindness done my so
many different people bringing communities and neighbourhoods together. The Queen’s
Birthday Honours List has just been announced and there are so many key workers and
ordinary people who have been honoured. Ordinary people who have done extraordinary things. Local, unsung heroes. Not only has the church become more united but
so have neighbourhoods and communities. I would never wish the pandemic on anyone
but there have been some benefits.
I believe we as a church community are closer to one another, despite our separation we
have shared more life with one another recently. So as the days get shorter and the nights
draw in and infection rates seem to be on the rise let us remember those who have gone
before us, let us remember those people who despite the circumstances exhibited faith,
love and hope to those around them, let us draw strength and encouragement from these
people, let us remember those people of the past who remind us that God is with us and
will remain with us to the very end of the age. And may we be part of that faithful
number who live out their faith visibly with love, courage and with hope so those around
us and beyond may also draw strength and encouragement from our work and witness
and come to know not only that God is with us but that He will be with us to the very end
of the age.
Yours in His service
Trevor

Community Work and Dovercourt Central Church
Autumn is here and leaves are changing as is the temperature. Clocks have turned back.
Gardens are moving into their more dormant state. Church may be back, and though
looking quite different it is good to see folk, even under the strange new ways we have to
meet. It really is a season of change. Yet some things remain unchanged. Of course, our
most constant is God, who never changes, particularly when it comes to love for all
creation. It seems that also we will be living with the Covid rules and regulations for quite
some time yet, so I hope you all stay safe and well.

Last month I told you about a project that we were exploring to help those that find
themselves homeless in this area. Whilst there is no physical thing happening I can tell you
about as yet, we are still looking at what the need may be and how any project may look
and who could be involved. With the onset of Autumn and dropping temperatures, this will
be a time when it wouldn’t be much fun to be on the streets. So, prayers are appreciated
for how we move forward on this.

Whilst Harwich Helps is still ticking over but less busy, we have ensured we are always
ready to react if we were to find ourselves more restricted once again. That being the case,
we are now looking ahead as to what else we can do together. There are a couple of things
that have come from discussions. Firstly, we are looking to make a Virtual Nativity, which
would be filmed around the town and include local groups and churches in a way that
means we are all kept safe. This should include folk from here at Dovercourt Central
Church. The plan is to film this during November and then to be edited professionally so
that we have a short film that can be shown on social media and local websites. So, look
out for that one, I’ll let you know when it is available.

Another idea formed from local discussions is an Advent Window Trail. What’s that?
Well, the plan is to get 25 businesses, groups, churches and whoever else we can to
put up a display with a Christmas theme, which families can then follow around town
and visit the places that are participating. The plan is to have the displays ready for December 1st and remain until Christmas so that folk have the opportunity to visit each
one. We are also looking at making it an adventure that people will look to complete,
so we hope to offer some sort of prize draw for the completed trails. We will be part of
this too, and Beth along with the JAM group will create a display for the front entrance.

Whilst mentioning JAM this has of course restarted and though things are quite different, with much more forward thinking having to be done, it is good to meet up with
the young people and hear how they are doing. They are keen to continue the group
despite the restrictions, so it is important that we make this happen, so thanks to
those who help that to be the case.

It has proved quite difficult to get together with other local folk regarding wider youth
work, though this is still on the agenda and we hope to do this after half term. I’ll keep
you posted on that too.

As I have said before, I am here to help you bring your ideas and dreams to reality, so
please contact me if you have things that you think we should be doing or you would
like to be involved with. There is always something more we can do together so do stay
in touch.
Meanwhile, I wish you every blessing, Mark

Dear friends,

We are heading towards Christmas with more restrictions in place, however that does not
stop us celebrating the gift of Jesus given to us.

Christmas services are listed later in this edition but some highlights for you:

Toy Service will be held on the 1st Sunday in Advent when we bring our gifts of toys and presents for those in our community would otherwise have no celebration. As is our usual custom these gifts will be distributed through the Salvation Army and our service on the 29 th November will be led by Mark Tubby.
Carol Service 20th December led by Reverend Colin Knight

Christmas Eve Service at 7pm will be led by Reverend Trevor Hahn.

Further to my previous letter to you in last month’s contact Mark will be representing Dovercourt Central Church at Churches Together. Linda and Peter have agreed to take over the
preparation for Communion.

The Leadership Team are discussing resumption of communion within our worship and it is
likely that communion will be part of the service Trevor is leading on the 13 th December
2020.
Our next Church Meeting in the diary is the 25th February 2021.
Prayers and Blessings to you and your families,

Margaret

JAM Youth Group

The group are meeting on 3rd. 10th. 17th. 24th. November 2020; 1st and 8th December 2020, breaking for Christmas Holidays (school / college terms) and resume on
the 12th January2021.

The Pause for Thought event is now being held on Fridays at 11.30am to
12noon. It is held as a Zoom meeting which Trevor hosts and all with access to the
Internet and time to spare, are welcome to join. The prepared material is also sent
out by email to all members and friends, and a printed version is available to those
who cannot access the Internet.
The leadership of the meeting is shared on different weeks by Rev Colin Knight,
Anne Crotty and Rev Trevor Hahn (and Francis and Ans when it is a live meeting). It
involves prayer, Bible Reading with Reflection and is open for questions and comments as time allows. It is a joyous Fellowship and supports the specific needs of
the Community in prayer.
We would always like new people to join us. I know that there are those out there
who appreciate the printed version of our litany.
Best wishes to you all
Colin

November 2020
4th Sheila Allen
6th Gemma Duly

December 2020
3rd Trevor Hahn &
Lecolleen Klaas

21st Debby Tubby

6th Sue Potter

23rd Nurriyyah Muhammad

9th Grace Hahn

25th Daphne Gladwin

10th Tabitha Duly

28th Kayla Bush

16th Beth Anderson,
Karzayha Muhammad &
Joel Coombs
17th Mark Tubby
19th Hannah Tubby
20th Jack Shrive
23rd Eric Beeton
25th Hollie McGarry

28th Brenda Knight

Members and friends of
Dovercourt Central
Wish you a very
Happy Birthday

December 2020
3rd Trevor Hahn &

Lecolleen Klaas

January 2020
1st Nick Scott

7th Barry Smith

6th Sue Potter

8th Bill Hatch

9th Grace Hahn

11th Maddison & Finton Berry

10th Tabitha Duly

14th David Stannard

16th Beth Anderson,

15th Margaret Smith

Karzayha Muhammad &

16th Pat Houghton

Joel Coombs

20th Callum Vorster

17th Mark Tubby

26th Aiden Carter

19th Hannah Tubby

27th Eva Bush

20th Jack Shrive

29th Dylan Coombs

23rd Eric Beeton

30th Ella Mann

25th Hollie McGarry
28th Brenda Knight

Members and friends of
Dovercourt Central
Wish you a very
Happy Birthday

1st November

Mrs Maggie Woods

10.45am

8th November

Remembrance Sunday Michael Topple

10.45am

15th November

Mrs Margaret Smith

10.45am

22nd November

Reverend Trevor Hahn

10.45am

29h November

Toy Service Mark Tubby

10.45am

6th December

Reverend Derek Lang

10.45am

13th December

Reverend Trevor Hahn

10.45am

20th December

Carol Service Reverend Colin Knight

10.45am

24th December

Christmas Eve Family Service Reverend Trevor Hahn

7.00pm

27th December

There will be no service at Dovercourt Central Church

Pause for thought every Friday 11:30am—12:00pm via
Zoom
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